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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1 . Claims 18-19, 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brock 
(USPN 6,443,028). 

Regarding claim 18, Brock discloses an adjustable set of pedals for a motor vehicle, 
comprising: 

• a first pedal (36 and 38; fig 1) for braking of the motor vehicle; 

• a second pedal (3 1 ; 34; fig 1) for acceleration of the motor vehicle; 

• means for supporting the first and second pedals (cradle 12); and 

• an adjustment device (fig 2 and fig 8) for controlling selectively the position of the 
supporting means with respect to a frame of the motor vehicle and comprising a crank 
mechanism (rear portion 33, guide slot 1 14, pin 1 16; fig 7-8) set between the supporting 
means and the fi-ame (fig 8); 

• the adjustment device comprising: 

o a first guide (ball screw 48 and nut 50) extending in a first direction (along 48) 
and supporting the supporting means (via ear 24) which are mobile along the first 
guide; and 
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o a control rod (second ball screw 46) parallel to the first direction, slidably 

engaged through the first pedal (via brake nut 42), and connectable with the first 
pedal for actuating a braking device of the motor vehicle (via brake booster push 
rod 58). 

Regarding claim 19, Brock discloses the adjustable set of pedals according to Claim 18, 
wherein the first guide comprises a first screw mounted to rotate about a first longitudinal axis 
(screw 48 is mounted to rotate about its axis); the supporting means being coupled to the first 
screw via a first extemal-thread/intemal-thread coupling (nut 50). 

Regarding claim 30, Brock discloses the adjustable set of pedals according to Claim 18, 
wherein the first direction is a substantially rectilinear direction (fig 1; motion is rectilinear with 
respect to the arrangement of the support means). 

Regarding claim 31, Brock discloses the adjustable set of pedals according to Claim 18, 
wherein the first pedal is coupled to the control rod via a second extemal-thread/intemal-thread 
coupling (nut 44; fig 1). 

Regarding claim 32, Brock discloses the adjustable set of pedals according to Claim 18, 
wherein the first pedal is hinged to the supporting means for oscillating about a second axis of 
fulcrum (26; fig 2), and the second pedal is hinged to the supporting means for oscillating, with 
respect to the supporting means, about a fourth axis of fulcrum (between 31 and 30, throttle arm 
3 1 is pivotally mounted to ETC 30 which is connected to support means; fig 2; col. 2, 11. 23-26) 
parallel to the second axis of fulcrum (fig 2). 

Regarding claim 33, Brock discloses the adjustable set of pedals according to Claim 32, 
wherein the first pedal is fiirther hinged in a position corresponding to an intermediate point 
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thereof, to a sleeve (nut 44) slidable along the control rod for oscillating (fig 6), with respect to 
the sleeve, about a fifth axis of fulcrum (nut pivot opening 40; fig 6) substantially parallel to the 
second axis of fulcrum. 

Regarding claim 34, Brock discloses the adjustable set of pedals according to Claim 33, 
wherein the sleeve is coupled in an axially slidable manner (fig 6) to the control rod to perform 
rectilinear displacements along the control rod (with respect to pedals and support means), and is 
connectable to the control rod to impart on the control rod, following upon oscillation of the first 
pedal about the second axis of fulcrum, rectilinear displacements so as to control selectively 
operation of a braking device (col. 4, 11. 20-25, "Application of force to brake pedal pad 38 will 
necessarily transfer force to brake booster push rod 58 through brake nut 44, second ball screw 
46, second ball screw hub 62, and push rod pivot pin 60."). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brock in 
view of Redding et al (USPN 5,460,061). 

Regarding claim 20, Brock discloses the adjustable set of pedals according to Claim 18, 
except for including wherein the adjustment device further comprises a second guide extending 
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in a second direction substantially transverse to the first direction; and a slide, mounted to slide 
along the second guide under action of thrust of the crank mechanism. 
Redding teaches: 

• a second guide (slot 18e; fig 2) extending in a second direction substantially transverse to 
a first direction (along 24; fig 2); and 

• a slide (pin in slot 1 Be; fig 2), mounted to slide along the second guide under action of 
thrust of a crank mechanism (cam 22 and link 24; fig 2) for the purpose of selectively 
adjusting the pivot axis of the support, thus increasing range of pedal positions for the 
user. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time which the invention was made to modify Brock to include wherein the adjustment device 
fijrther comprises a second guide extending in a second direction substantially transverse to the 
first direction; and a slide, mounted to slide along the second guide under action of thrust of the 
crank mechanism, as taught by Brock, for the purpose of selectively adjusting the pivot axis of 
the support, thus increasing range of pedal positions for the user. 

Regarding claim 21, Brock as currently modified by Redding discloses the adjustable set 
of pedals according to Claim 20, wherein the crank mechanism comprises: 

• a connecting rod (link 24 of Redding) set between the supporting means (bracket 
16 of Redding) and the slide (pin in slot 18e of Redding); 

• and a crank (cam 22) set between the frame and the connecting rod (fig 2). 
Regarding claim 22, Brock as modified by Redding discloses the adjustable set of pedals 

according to Claim 20, wherein the supporting means is mobile under action of thrust of the 
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crank mechanism between a first end position and a second end position (Brock's supporting 
means are mobile, as modified by Redding, under the regulation of Redding's crank mechanism 
between a first end position and a second end position corresponding to the extreme ends of the 
ball screw of Brock; see MPEP 2114 - ". . .while features of an apparatus may be recited either 
structurally or functionally, claims directed to an apparatus must be distinguished in terms fi-om 
the prior art in terms of structure rather than fiinction. . ."); and 

thrust means (motor 70; fig 6 of Brock) are provided for displacing the supporting means 
into, and normally maintaining the supporting means in, one of the first and second end positions 
(motor 70 rotates ball screws 46 and 48). 

3. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brock in view of 
Redding as applied to claim 22 above, and further in view of MuUer (USPN 5,896,781). 

Regarding claim 23, Brock as modified discloses the adjustable set of pedals according 
to Claim 22, except for wherein the thrust means include elastic thrust means set between the 
slide and the crank mechanism. 

Redding teaches a thrust means (transmission member 42) that is set between the slide 
(30) and the crank mechanism (22) for the purpose of increasing assembly ease. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time which the invention was made to fiirther modify Brock to include wherein thrust means 
(transmission member 42) are set between the slide (30) and the crank mechanism, as taught by 
Redding, for the purpose of increasing assembly ease. 
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MuUer teaches elastic thrust means (spring 16; fig 2) for the purpose of assisting motion 
of element thus reducing strain on the transmission member. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time which the invention was made to modify further Brock to include elastic thrust means, as 
taught by MuUer, for the purpose of assisting motion of element thus reducing strain on the 
transmission member. 

4. Claims 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brock 

in view of Kiczek (USPN 7, 111, 524). 

Regarding claim 24, Brock discloses the adjustable set of pedals according to Claim 18, 
except for including wherein the adjustment device fiirther comprises: first clamping means for 
blocking the supporting means along the first guide; and a first actuator device for actuating the 
first clamping means between a first position of clamping of the supporting means along the first 
guide and a first position of release. 

BCiczek teaches clamping means (tooth 53 and gear 54; fig 2) for blocking supporting 
means (pin 36) along a guide (slot 20); and an actuator device (lever 84, cable 64; fig 5) for 
actuating the clamping means between a position of clamping of the supporting means along the 
guide and a position of release (fig 2; col. 2, 11. 1 1-25) for the purpose of allowing the user a 
convenient means to secure the pedals in place. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time which the invention was made to modify Brock to include wherein the adjustment device 
fiirther comprises: first clamping means for blocking the supporting means along the first guide; 
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and a first actuator device for actuating the first clamping means between a first position of 
clamping of the supporting means along the first guide and a first position of release, as taught 
by Kiczek, for the purpose of allowing the user a convenient means to initiate pedal adjustment. 

Regarding claim 26, Brock as modified discloses the adjustable set of pedals according 
to Claim 24 except for including: second clamping means for blocking the first pedal along the 
control rod; and a second actuator device to actuate the second clamping means between a 
second position of clamping of the first pedal along the control rod and a second position of 
release. 

Kiczek teaches clamping means (tooth 53 and gear 54; fig 2) for blocking a pedal (pin 
36) along a rod (gear sector 54); and an actuator device (lever 84, cable 64; fig 5) for actuating 
the clamping means between a position of clamping of the pedal along the rod and a position of 
release (fig 2; col. 2, 11. 1 1-25) for the purpose of allowing the user a convenient means to secure 
the pedals in place. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time which the invention was made to further modify Brock to include second clamping means 
for blocking the first pedal along the control rod; and a second actuator device to actuate the 

second clamping means between a second position of clamping of the first pedal along the 
control rod and a second position of release, as taught by BCiczek, for the purpose of allowing the 
user a convenient means to initiate pedal adjustment. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 25 and 27-29 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Murphy whose telephone number is (571)270-7021. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 10 AM - 4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard W. Ridley can be reached on (571)272-6917. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Timothy J Murphy/ 1 0 December 2008 

Examiner, Art Unit 3656 

/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



